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USB: National Ports Coordination |aunched in Genoa
| aunching a platformfor the sector

A crowded assenbly of port workers organi sed by USB was held in Geno
a on 8th of May, attended by over 200 people: along with the large d
el egati on of Genoese dockworkers, there were workers fromthe ports
of Trieste, Livorno, Civitavecchia and Napl es.

The reasons that |led a | arge nunber of del egates, before nenbers of
other trade unions, to set up the USB structure were highlighted: th
e worseni ng of working conditions with the increase in | oads, the wo
rsening of safety levels, the increase in fixed-termcontracts and t
he entry of tenporary workers into the port, caused by the downward
agreenents reached by Cgil Cisl Ul with private conpani es that mana


/leggi-notizia.html

ge the state-owned areas of the port, also sold to foreign states (s
ee PSA, Port of Singapore Authority), which aimat maxi mumprofit at
the expense of workers.

The objectives of the assenbly, which was al so attended by del egatio
ns of logistics workers and seafarers, were to set up a network of t
he cargo handling supply chain and |launch a platformthat will be pr
esented in detail and discussed at assenblies in various ports in It
aly.

At the basis of this platformis the proposal for a nodel that intro
duces the issue of environnental sustainability and al so addresses t
he problem of automation, self-production and digitalisation, as wel
| as the need for investnment to guarantee jobs by reducing working h
ours. A nodel that guarantees health and safety in a sector that has
seen an exponential increase in accidents and deaths, even during t
he pandenic, while shipowners have increased their profits tenfold.
A nodel that prevents the proliferation of job insecurity and introd
uces the recognition of port work as an arduous category.

These are sone of the guidelines of the platform which also include
s the problem of trade union denocracy, recognising the right of wor
kers to be represented by the organi sations they thensel ves have cho
sen, and the necessary relationship with port workers in European co
untries facing the same probl ens.

The | ogistics workers recounted the struggles they had fought with d
etermination and the di sputes they had won, recalling the sacrifice

of Abd EI Salamin front of GLS in Piacenza.

The Alitalia workers retraced the stages of the perverse privatisati

on of the conpany, now Alitalia, with the Draghi governnent, conpl et
ely subm ssive to the diktats of the European Conmi ssion, risks disa
ppearing with a very high price in terns of thousands and thousands

of redundanci es. The hard struggle that these workers are fighting

s the sane as that of the fornmer Ilva in Taranto, sold to the nultin
ational ArcelorMttal, here too with the result of thousands of dism
i ssal s and the continui ng poi soning of the environnent.

Recal ling anti-fascismas a constituent character of the USB, the ca
npai gn agai nst arns trafficking was stressed, which saw the conrades
of the port of Genoa as protagonists and for which they are now bei
ng investigated and subjected to repressive nmeasures.

The representatives of the Indian | abourers spoke to the logistics d



el egates, it is necessary to unify the struggles, who recalled the t
housands of workers whose jobs are about to expire due to the will o
f the Governnent and Confindustria, which wants to take advantage of
the pandenic to reorgani se the productive structure to its own adva
nt age.

Recalling the two events linked to the &0, the workers' general str
i ke and the USB and WFTU i nternational conference and the national d
enonstration on health and safety in Rone on the 22nd, the assenbly
concl uded by confirm ng the need to take up the gl obal challenge thr
own down by capital to the whole world of work
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